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Pride, Tradition, Excellence

Alma Mater
Tune of “Aloha Oe”

Proudly waves the purple and the gold,
The sign of fellowship and cheer;
So we part with hearts akin to grief
From our dear Alma Mater so true.

Chorus:
All hail to thee, all hail to thee,
Thou true and faithful friend of days gone by,
We promise you to be loyal and true,
To Upper Moreland High School.
Many were the happy hours we spent,
Neath the shelter of thy friendly walls;
When the trials of life beset our paths,
Our thoughts will wander back to thee.
Oh, it matters not where we may roam,
Be it near or be it far from home,
Staunch and loyal classmates one and all,
To our Alma Mater so dear.

Written by Eleanor Van Artsdalen, ‘29
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alUMni Hall of faMe

The Upper Moreland High School Alumni Hall of Fame has 
been created to honor those graduates who have demonstrated 
excellence in their chosen careers.  It brings us great pride to 
present them to you, knowing that our school community has 
played a vital role in their preparation for success.

A “Wall of Fame,” constructed in the lobby, recognizes the 
members of our Hall of Fame.  Wooden plaques adorn the wall 
with black brass plates identifying each inductee, their year of 
graduation, and their accomplishments.  Every two years a new 
wooden plaque is added to recognize five additional Upper 
Moreland High School graduates.

To be considered for this honor, inductees must have graduated at 
least ten years ago, and excelled in their chosen career.  We invite 
you all to visit our Alumni “ Wall of Fame.”

Welcome:   Dr. Robert J. Milrod
  Superintendent of Schools

Greeting:  Mr. L. John DeLaurentis
 1997 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Invocation:  Ms. Alice Cotton Creswick
 UMHS Alumni Association President, Class of 1974

Following the luncheon, inductees to the Hall of Fame will be escorted 
to the auditorium for the induction ceremony.
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Clifton “Kip” McFatridge - Class of 1976

Mr. McFatridge graduated from Upper Moreland High School in 1976.
When he was a high school student, Mr. McFatridge parents both 
owned their own independent businesses. Following graduation, Mr. 
McFatridge took a similar interest and pursued his PA Insurance License 
at Dickinson College. In 1992, he opened McFatridge Insurance and began 
his commitment to the Upper Moreland community, serving as an Upper 
Moreland Committeeman, an advisor to the Upper Moreland Parks & 
Recreation and a member for the Upper Moreland Zoning Board.
For Mr. McFatridge the motto “Once a Bear Always a Bear” holds true.  In 
1988, he began coaching for the Upper Moreland Middle School’s track 
and football programs and then the Upper Moreland Soccer Club and 
Upper Moreland Little League. In 1991, he was one of the founders of 
the Willow Grove Bears Football Club and served as the club’s first Vice 
President. Through his leadership, the Club funded five light poles on the 
Willow Grove Bears practice field on the old Cold Spring field and his 
“Shed Light In Upper Moreland” dream became a reality. 
In 2010, Mr. McFatridge turned his sights on the Veterans Memorial 
Park and the Veterans Memorial Park Monument Committee, helping 
to construct the monument at Veterans Memorial Park. He was a 
key organizer for the Willow Grove Tri-Centennial in 2011 and was 
instrumental in bringing the Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team 
to the Upper Moreland area in 2015. 
Over the past 20 years, Mr. McFatridge has received numerous awards 
for his dedication and service to his community.  These awards include 
the 2009 Willow Grove Chamber of Commerce Service Person of the Year 
and the PA State Association of Township Commissioners President’s 
Achievement Award. His proudest and most cherished moment was in 
2010, when he was able to visit wounded soldiers at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center on Christmas Day. 
Mr. McFatridge currently serves on the Upper Moreland Township Board 
of Commissioners and is the first Vice President of Montgomery County 
Association of Township Commissions. He has lived his motto “Take 
what you are good at and use those talents to make our community a 
better place.” He lives with his wife of over 30 years Laurie and is proud of 
his children, Rory, Allison and Scott, all graduates from Upper Moreland 
High School.



James W. Casper - Class of 1964

James Casper graduated from Upper Moreland High School in 1964.

Following graduation, James played football for Mansfield State College 
and in 1966 James entered the United States Marine Corps.  James 
served as a sergeant squad leadeer in a rifle company in the Republic of 
South Vietnam in 1967 and 1968.  Serving with distinction, James was 
wounded twice, received two meritorious combat promotions and two 
purple hearts.  He was honorably discharged in 1972.

Going on to finish his college education, James pursued a degree in 
Secondary Education-English, graduating Cum Laude from Kutztown 
University in 1973.  He went on to earn his M. Ed. from Kutztown 
University in Secondary Education-Counseling in 1978. During this 
span, he was employed as an English teacher for middle and high school 
students.  He moved out of the classroom in 1978, and found his passion 
as a Guidance Counselor at the Berks Career and Technology Center.  
Like his role model, Mr. Bob Bubek, his guidance counselor at UMHS, 
James wanted to help his students as much as possible to ease the pain 
of growing up.  His belief and dedication to vocational education lasted 
30 years, 17 as a guidance Counselor, three as an assistant principal and 
10 as a principal.  One of his biggest accomplishments was writing a 
Link-to-Learn grant, which resulted in his school becoming one of the 
first in the state to become hard-wired for Internet school-wide.

Although he officially retired in 2008, Mr. Casper worked for Temple 
University for three more years as its Leadership Coordinator.  He taught 
the courses necessary for a vocational teacher to earn either a vocational 
supervisor’s certification or a vocational administrative director’s 
certification. Today, James is an active volunteer in his community. 
Working with the Coatesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 
he offers support with the “No Vet Dies Alone” program, providing 
comfort to dying veterans.  He also serves in a “Buddy Program” at 
a psychiatric facility. He manages to find time to tour with his UMHS 
1964 classmates, traveling to Switzerland, Alaska and England.  James 
currently resides in Pottstown with his wife of 35 years Barbara.  He has 
three sons and 4 grandchildren.

R. Jay Magill, Jr  -  Class of 1990

R. Jay Magill Jr. graduated from Upper Moreland High School in 1990 
and attributes his success to the teachers who set the foundation for him.
Mr. Magill graduated from Kutztown University, summa cum laude, 
earned his M.A. in art history and philosophy from Stony Brook 
University, summa cum laude, and then received his Ph.D. in American 
Studies from the Universitat Hamburg, Germany, summa cum laude. His 
thirst for knowledge was relentless.

Mr. Magill taught at the University of Lüneburg and at Harvard University, 
where he received the 2001 Derek Bok Award for Distinction in Teaching. 
He has worked in various aspects of publications as an editor, writer, 
speechwriter, web editor and staff illustrator. He became a staff caricaturist 
for the American Interest magazine in 2005. His work has appeared in a 
variety of American and German publications, including the American 
Prospect, Atlantic Monthly, The Believer, Boston Globe, Deutschland Radio, 
Foreign Policy, The New York Times, Print, Spiegel Online, Tagesspiegel 
and Weltkunst.  He is an independent scholar, essayist and illustrator and is 
the host of a radio show on NPR Berlin/Worldwide.
Mr. Magill has authored two books, Chic Ironic Bitterness, was the winner 
of a 2008 Eric Hoffer Notable Book in Culture Award and nominated for 
the 2008 Ralph Waldo Emerson Award of the Phi Beta Kappa Society. 
His other book, Sincerity: How A Moral Ideal Born Five Hundred Years Ago 
Inspired Religious Wars, Modern Art, Hipster Chic, and the Curious Notion 
that We All Have Something to Say (No Matter How Dull), was published in 
2012 and remains his proudest accomplishment as it was chosen as both 
a New York Times Editors’ Choice and a Wall Street Journal Top-Ten 
Nonfiction Book.  
Currently, Mr. Magill works on editing texts written by German and 
American heads of state, senior administration officials and noted 
journalists and writers in the United States and Germany. In addition, 
he is the editor of a small quarterly publication called P98a Paper, 
published by German typographer Erik Spiekermann. Mr. Magill and 
his wife Tanja, who were married in 2007, have a German-to-English 
translation business that specializes in the arts and culture in New York 
City. They reside in Berlin, Germany, with their seven-year-old son 
Jasper, who sings in the Berlin Boys Choir.



George Greger-Holt - Class of 1973

George Greger-Holt was born in Willow Grove and graduated 
from Upper Moreland High School in 1973. He credits his classes in 
Psychology and Sociology at Upper Moreland as having put him on the 
path to counseling as a career.

Following graduation, Mr. Greger-Holt attended Elmira College, 
where he was inducted into the Psi Chi, the National Honor Society 
in Psychology.  While at Elmira, he helped develop and worked in the 
first campus counseling center.  After receiving his Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology at Elmira, Mr. Greger-Holt continued his education at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, receiving his M.A.Ed. in 
Guidance and Counseling.

Mr. Greger-Holt began his 33 year career working in the youth counseling 
arena, primarily focused on substance abuse and juvenile delinquency.  
While acting as the first Adolescent Abuse Clinician in the state of North 
Carolina, Mr. Greger-Holt developed a substance abuse outpatient 
program, dedicated to youth substance abusers. This led to a substance 
abuse prevention/intervention position with Chatham County Schools, 
and eventually the Executive Director of Student Services, which was 
his position upon retirement.  His proudest moment was writing and 
moving to passage Chatham County Schools 100% Tobacco Free Schools 
Policy.  

Through the years, Mr. Greger-Holt received numerous awards for his 
contributions to student health and well-being including the National 
Organization of Student Assistance Programs & Professionals Southeast 
Regional & National Awards for Excellence, the North Carolina 
Association of Student Assistance Professionals Excellence Award, the 
Margaret B. Pollard Outstanding Community Service Award and the 
GlaxoSmithKline Lifetime Achievement Award.

Mr. Greger-Holt has always believed that hard work and going above 
and beyond what is required or expected is always rewarded. His advice 
for students today is to “Never stop trying to improve your community.  
Remember, you live there too.” George currently lives with his wife Nansi 
in North Carolina and is proud of his two daughters Casey and Erin. 

James P. Lee - Class of 1991

James graduated from Upper Moreland High School in 1991 and 
credits teachers who unlocked his potential and helped him to see that 
he could accomplish anything if he put his mind to it.

Mr. Lee graduated from University of Maryland with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice.

Mr. Lee always dreamt of being a fireman in New York City.  He began 
his professional career for the UM Fire Department/Fire Company, 
serving as Lieutenant, Captain, Battalion Chief and Assistant Chief. 
In 2000 he was elevated to a full time career firefighter/assistant fire 
marshal for the Whitpain Fire Department.  In 2001 Mr. Lee was called 
to work for the Washington DC Fire Department.  In May 2003, he 
received the call he had always dreamed of; a dream that became a 
reality as he received the call to be a full time career firefighter for the 
Fire Department of New York.

The last fourteen years have changed Mr. Lee’s life. During that time, 
James has received numerous awards.  However, his biggest awards 
came this past year after Mr. Lee was dispatched to a building on fire 
and performed a rope rescue, which is a last resort rescue, to save the 
life of an 81 year old man.  For that achievement, Mr. Lee received the 
Ray Downey Courage and Valor Award named to honor the life and 
career achievements of Deputy Chief Ray Downey, a firefighter who 
lost his life while commanding rescue operations at the World Trade 
Center attack on September 11, 2001.  In 2016, Mr. Lee was honored 
with a Class 1 Citation and the James Gordon Bennet Medal, which are 
the two highest honors you can receive in the Department.

Mr. Lee plays the Bagpipes in the FDNY Pipe Band, serving as Pipe 
Major in 2015 and 2016.  He has been extremely humbled to serve in 
that capacity as this is the biggest Fire Service Pipe Band in the world 
with over one hundred members.  Mr. Lee currently resides in Bronx, 
NY, is married to Erin Lee and has two children, Fion (6) and Callum 
(4).  The couple is expecting their third child in December.
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